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AXA to partner with London School of Hygiene & Tropical 

Medicine on dengue outbreak forecasting project 
 

 

AXA UK and the AXA Research Fund (AXA’s global philanthropic initiative) have joined forces with the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) on a project to develop a global observatory for vector-borne 

disease outbreaks. This includes an outbreak forecasting system that will give a direct and immediate 

measurement of climate and climate change’s impact on the risk of dengue outbreaks and a wide range of 

other diseases. 

Vector-borne diseases – human illnesses caused by parasites, viruses and bacteria transmitted by living 

organisms such as mosquitoes, ticks, and fleas – account for more than 17% of infectious diseases and around 
700,000 deaths every year. Climate change is worsening the transmission dynamics and geographic spread of 
these diseases. Dengue is the most prevalent and fastest growing vector-borne disease, with urbanisation and 

climate change driving its expansion to over 120 countries and putting around 2.25 billion people at risk.  

The observatory will develop a new real-time database of dengue cases from more than 50 countries, collating 
information to help the development of flexible forecasting models. These will provide early warning of 

potential outbreaks by sharing forecasts with governments, scientists, and members of the public. The new 

forecasting systems will focus first on outbreaks in countries where dengue is most prevalent, then issue 
warnings to others including in Europe and North America, where dengue is currently expanding. At present, 

there is no global database that tracks the current dengue situation or current outbreaks. 

The project will be coordinated by Dr Oliver Brady from LSHTM, who has over a decade of experience in 
modelling mosquito-transmitted diseases. AXA’s network of infectious disease and modelling experts will 

contribute, together with collaborators from the World Health Organisation. 

“Accelerating science on emerging risks and making it available to help handle key societal challenges is the core 

of the AXA Research Fund mission. This innovative partnership with the LSHTM will bring a significant contribution 

  
• AXA UK and the AXA Research Fund are collaborating with the London School of Hygiene & 

Tropical Medicine to develop a Global observatory for vector-borne disease outbreaks focusing 

on the impact of climate on dengue outbreaks.  

• Using data and climate information, the Lab will develop new forecasting systems to predict 

outbreaks up to three months in advance helping better plan response.  
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to our ability to tackle the increasing concern about dengue, one of the many impacts of climate change on human 

health.” Julia d’Astorg, Head of the AXA Research Fund. 

 

“As an insurer, we understand the importance of protecting people’s health and what matters most to them. This 

project emphasises our commitment to risk prevention, not just via our products and services but also through our 

support for global causes that make a real difference to people around the world.” Tara Foley, CEO, AXA UK and 

Ireland. 

 

“Climate sensitive emerging infectious diseases present some of the biggest future threats to humans. By building 

the data infrastructure to track and predict outbreaks in real-time we can change how countries respond, enabling 

a shift from reacting to epidemics to preventing them.”  Dr. Oliver Brady, Associate Professor, London School 

of Hygiene &Tropical Medicine.  

 

ENDS 
 

Notes to Editors: 

 
 About the AXA Research Fund  

 

The AXA Research Fund is AXA’s global philanthropic initiative aimed at addressing major societal risks through science. Its mission is to support 

transformative scientific research and inform science-based decision-making. Since 2008, AXA has allocated €250M to support over 700 research projects 

in health, climate and environment, and socioeconomics.  

Find more at www.axa-research.org and on LinkedIn & X: @AXAResearchFund 

IMPORTANT LEGAL INFORMATION AND CAUTIONARY STATEMENTS CONCERNING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS 

Certain statements contained herein may be forward-looking statements including, but not limited to, statements that are predictions of or indicate future events, trends, plans, expectations or objectives. 
Undue reliance should not be placed on such statements because, by their nature, they are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties and can be affected by other factors that could cause AXA’s 
actual results to differ materially from those expressed or implied in such forward-looking statements. Please refer to Part 4 - “Risk Factors and Risk Management” of AXA’s 2018 Registration Document, for 
a description of certain important factors, risks and uncertainties that may affect AXA’s business and/or results of operations. AXA undertakes no obligation to publicly update or revise any of these forward-
looking statements, whether to reflect new information, future events or circumstances or otherwise, except as required by applicable laws and regulations. 

 

   

ABOUT AXA UK 

AXA Insurance UK plc registered in England and Wales under registered number 078950 and 

authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Prudential Regulation 

Authority and the Financial Conduct Authority under Financial Conduct Authority registration 

number 202312. Registered office is 20 Gracechurch Street, London, EC3V 0BG 

AXA UK is part of the AXA Group, a worldwide leader in insurance and asset management, with 

145,000 employees serving 93 million clients in 51 countries. In 2022, IFRS revenues amounted 

to Euro 102.3 billion and underlying earnings to Euro 7.3 billion. AXA had Euro 845 billion in 

assets under management as of December 31, 2022. 

 
In the UK & Ireland, AXA operates through a number of business units including AXA Insurance, 

AXA Health and AXA Ireland. AXA UK & Ireland employs around 10,000 staff. 

 

THIS PRESS RELEASE IS AVAILABLE ON THE AXA UK WEBSITE axa.co.uk 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

media.enquiries@axa-uk.co.uk 
 

Corporate Responsibility strategy:  

axa.com/en/about-us/strategy-commitments 

 

SRI ratings:  
axa.com/en/investor/sri-ratings-ethical-indexes 
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